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PREFATORY NOTE

This work edited and published for tho first time
from manuseript was procured about & year ago fiom
the Library of the Raja of Cochin. It gives ina
versified form nstory which is materially similar to
the plob of the famous Sanskrit drama Mudre-
rakshasa by Vienkhadatta It is baged upon a prose
original referred to in the third couplet of the work,
“Chanalyasye Latha sPyam vidyate gadyarupini. Atha-
tam pady Ravingrtakab” (This Xathe
of Chiluakya exists in prose. Ravinartaha is now
sttempting to render it into verses.) Professar H. H.
Wilson mentions, in his preface to the Mudrarakshasa,
in the Theatre of the Ilindus, Vol I p. 141, a
sauskrit maonuseript in  the  collection of Col
Mackenzie in Telinga character which purported to
be an introduction to tho said drama to make its plot
more lucid. This was written by Dhundhi, son of
Lakshmana. 1 could not find out the name and details
about this manuscript in Prof, Wilson’s Maclenzie
Collection (second edition), which leaves me in doubt
as to whother this work was in prose or verse, and no
inference can therefpre be drawn as to whether it was
the same as, or similar to this Chanalya-Katha or
its prose original. The summary of its contents as
given by Prof. Wilson in the said preface resembles
the story of the Chanakya-Katha In both we find
mentivnof bwo wives of the monarch Nanda (Sprvar-
thasiddhi) one of whom was of Sadra extraction and
named Mura, while the other was called Sunanda.
The former gave birth to one son called Msurya to
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whom whs born a hundred sons of whom Chandragupta
was the youngest, the latter being delivered of nine .
sons called the Nine Nandas. Thus, Chandragupts, in
both the accounts, is a grandson of Mura and
not her son,

The sending of & waxen lion in o cage to the court
of Nandas by another Ling (the manuscript text has
Vanka which may be a wrong transcript for Lanka
though it has been rendered into Vanga in the
translation), the attempt to kill Maurya with his hun-
dred sons by starving them in an underground hollow,
the death of all of them at the place except Chandra-
gupta who was brought out to solve the problem pro-
pounded to the Ling in connection with the sending of
the lion in the cage, appear common io both the
Chanalya Katka and the manuseript. I need not
relate the later incidents of the story as they are
essentinlly similar to those of the drama,

"The most noteworthy points in the Chanalya-
Katha for historical purposes are (1) the description
of Chandragupta n & grandson of Murs, and (2) the
reference to the use of salala by which the ordsr of

the nine Nandas for carrying on the administration
onch one year by turn, was determined. Tt i We]:
known 'thnt the intervention of nine Nandes in the
chronology of Naunda dynasty presents o good deal of
difficulty, if they bo taken to liave Leen Tineal descon-
dants and t.o have succeeded to the throne one after
nnfxthor. Tt is remarked by Mr. V. Smith in his “Barly
Ii.\fsit(:x:y of India’ (3rd edition), P- 42 that the “period
R ¥ years has been nssumed ns being credible and

fitting into the chronologichl scheme » which does a0t



givo room for o dynasty lasting a century,”s sI§the
ning Nandns be taken to have come to the throne
annually by turn, the period advoeated above is not
exceeded. The interpretation of ‘Nava Nanda': as
‘Neo-Nandas’, as done by Mr. K. P. Jayswal in the
Journal of the Behar & Orissa, Research’ Sociely,
Vol I, Pari. I, p.” 87, need not be resorted to, if the
t4 of the Chanakya-Katha be tukentobe of o
4upenor force. J
It is the opinion of some scholars that the plot of
the Mudrarakshase is Dbased on accurate information
and ancient court tradition. *I6 would have been a
valuable accession to our knbwledge if it could have
been known for certain that the prose original of the
Chanal.ya-Katha was & repository of such information
and fradition. Though« the manusaript of the
Mackenzie collection was wrilten by a pandit with
the express object of relating details for making the
DMudrarakshase ensily intelligible, it is not known
whether the Chanakya-Katha and, for the matier of
that, its prose original, were also meant to be but
commentaries dn the plot of the drama, If they be
such, the production of the two, later then the
Mudrarahstasa liko the said manuscript is certain,
But such an assertion is not found in the Chanakya-
Kathe which leaves it probable that its prose
swigdnal w0 xgnasidore of information of the kind
rofarred to above, which the drama used for its
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